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Engelhard Sanitary District Receives Grant Funds

On August 19, 2015, the District was informed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Rural Development of its obligation of grant funding to the District. The grant of $25,000 is to be used
for required preliminary engineering studies, needed in order to repair the Engelhard wastewater
treatment plant.

For the past three months, the District has been working with the USDA and the District's engineer to
move forward with state mandated repairs and to obtain grant/loan funding. The wastewater
treatment system lagoon has continued to fail over the past several years due to design issues
inconsistent with the areas' heavily organic soils. By state order, no additional wastewater users may be
added to the system until repairs are made, despite several nearby residents with failing individual
septic systems who are in need.

The repairs to the wastewater system are currently estimated to cost $1,300,000, a cost far beyond the
means of the local system. The USDA has pre-qualified the District for the maximum potential of grant
funds, although until the engineering reports and application are presented and approved, any further
grants are unknown. The District Board is hopeful that the grant and loan terms will be sufficient to
prevent any adjustments to user rates.

The District hopes to have the engineering studies completed in the next 30 days and be ready to submit
the project application to the USDA on or about October 1, the start of the federal fiscal year. With
good fortune, the project may be able to be permitted and proceed on or about January 1, 2016 and will
take approximately twelve to eighteen months.



