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Mosquito Control after Flooding across Hyde County
Health Officials Urge Residents to Take Precautions Against Mosquitoes

SWAN QUARTER, NC — Due to state budget cuts in 2012, spraying for mosquitoes county-wide in Hyde County
was eliminated completely from the county budget for mainland Hyde County effective July 1, 2012. Spraying
for mosquitoes may continue on Ocracoke Island as they have their own Mosquito Control Authority that is
supported by an additional tax imposed on the citizens of Ocracoke Island.

Recent rain, flooding, and continued warm temperatures have created breeding environments for mosquitoes.
There are many steps local residents can take to make their surroundings less friendly for mosquitos and how to
better prevent being bitten. Spraying to kill adult mosquitos across Hyde County is not highly effective given the
large area, restrictions on where spraying can occur, and given spraying kills only adults that happen to be
actively flying when spraying occurs.

The Hyde County Health Department offers the following tips for making homes, yards and people less
mosquito-friendly:

Keep grass short, and remove plants that attract animals such as deer and rodents;

Pour out all standing water everywhere possible: containers, gutters, bird baths, tires, playsets, etc.
Check window and door screens to prevent mosquitos from entering homes;

Wear long-sleeve shirts and pants;

Avoid outdoor activity at dawn and dusk when mosquitos are most active;

Use any and all consumer sold treatments for home properties as directed on labeling.

Use mosquito repellant with DEET, picaridin, or oil of lemon eucalyptus;

Consumers should look for repellants that contain these CDC-recommended ingredients, and should read and
follow ALL label instructions, especially for young children.
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