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OVERVIEW

The 2002 Master Plan for Hyde County was prepared to provide elected officials and
citizens of Hyde County with (1) a comprehensive report of existing recreational facilities, parks,
and programs, and (2) recommendations for meeting both short and long term recreational needs
of county residents.

The plan begins with a description of the background, history and economy of Hyde
County. Next, the physical and biological resources were identified since those qualities
significantly influence outdoor recreation opportunities. Finally, a needs analysis was conducted
which included: (1) a descriptive analysis of sociodemographic characteristics, (2) a descriptive
analysis of public input, (3) an inventory of existing recreation and park facilities, (4) a
comparison with state standards, (5) a comparison of current recreational facilities and parks
with similar counties of similar size, (6) a comparison of per capita recreation expenditures with
counties of similar size, (7) an evaluation of recreation facilities and parks based on accessibility
for people with disabilities (i.e., 1990 American with Disabilities Act), (8) an evaluation of the
conditions of existing recreation facilities and parks in terms of maintenance, vandalism, user
impact on vegetation and soil limitations, and (9) an evaluation of existing outdoor recreation
facilities and parks using the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum.

The sociodemographic characteristics of county residents were reviewed including race,
gender, marital status, age, and income. This provided a “resident profile” that was essential in
identifying recreation needs. In summary, the county was different from the state and the nation
in all sociodemographic characteristics.

Public input was gathered through a Recreation Advisory Committee meeting, three

public meetings, two student surveys at Mattamuskeet and Ocracoke Schools in grades 6-12, and



a random telephone survey. The purpose for obtaining public input was to identify the current
recreation activities of residents in the planning area, their support and evaluation of existing
recreational opportunities, and their recreational preferences for additional facilities and
programs. Analysis of the public input data clearly demonstrated the need for recreation
facilities and services in the county.

All public and private recreation and park facilities in the planning area were inventoried.
The inventory also identified recreation facilities at schools. All public recreation facilities and
parks were then compared to state standards as defined in the 1995-2000 North Carolina Outdoor
Recreation Plan (NC DEHNR, 1995) using park area and recreation facility standards.
Comparisons of the planning area’s recreation facilities and recreation expenditures with other
counties of comparable populations were also made. Hyde County failed to meet the
aforementioned state standards, and differed from other counties when comparing (1) recreation
facilities provided and (2) current recreation budgets.

The accessibility of recreation facilities in Hyde County for people with disabilities was
evaluated using standards set by the 1990 American with Disabilities Act. Accessibility of the
majority of existing facilities was rated as “poor” or only “partially accessible.”

The condition of recreation facilities in the planning area was then classified using the
following four criteria: maintenance, vandalism, user impact on vegetation, and soil limitations.
These four criteria provided a clear picture of the current conditions of recreational facilities.
Improvement is needed in all areas.

Diversity of recreation opportunities is important in meeting the recreation needs of all
citizens. To gauge this diversity, the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) was used to place

existing recreation facilities on a continuum ranging from undeveloped/resource-based



opportunities to developed/user based. Though a diversity of recreation opportunities is
available in the county, its geographic size and limited number of recreation opportunities,

makes accessibility to “diversity” very difficult.

(V)



CONCLUSIONS

Based on the results reported herein, the following conclusions were attained:

Background, History, and Economy —

Hyde County is unofficially the largest county by land and water in North
Carolina. The entire county encompasses an area of approximately 634
square miles.

Ocracoke Island is the eastern-most part of Hyde County bordering the
Atlantic Ocean and is approximately 20 miles from the mainland. The entire
Ocracoke Island is 5,575 acres, most of which lies in federal ownership (i.e.,
National Park Service); the village of Ocracoke comprises only 775 acres.

The county contains four schools; Mattamuskeet High School, Mattamuskeet
Middle School, Mattamuskeet Elementary School, and Ocracoke K-12.

There are no incorporated towns in Hyde County; the county is governed by a
County Board of Commissioners.

Originally, Hyde County was a part of Bath County. From 1705-06, it was
known as Wickham precinct; it was renamed Hyde precinct in honor of
colonial Governor Edward Hyde.

The economic structure of Hyde County includes four major sources of
revenue: government funding, real estate tax, construction, and service.

The tourism industry is also a major contribution to the county’s economic
structure. Ocracoke Island generates much of the tourism.

Hyde County has a high unemployment rate and low per capita and household
income. The North Carolina Department of Commerce classifies it as a “Tier
One County” reflecting its persistently high level of poverty.

Physical and Biological ~

Hot, humid summers and mild winters characterize Hyde County. The
average summer temperature is 78 degrees Fahrenheit, and the average winter
temperature is 43 degrees Fahrenheit. The average annual precipitation is 50

inches with a period of heavy rainfall starting in April and ending in
September.

Hyde County has a variety of rocks including quaternary, tertiary, and
cretaceous, and is composed of six landforms. Most of the soils are used for



crops and pasture. The most common types of soils are Pungo and
Scuppernong-Ponzer-Roper, both of which are very poorly drained and have

an organic surface layer. There are over 116 species of plants located in Hyde
County and 240 species of migrating birds.

Currently, there are 57 species of plants and animals that rank in categories of

endangered, threatened, special concern, significantly rare, proposed, limited
and other.

There is an abundance of water in Hyde County including 40 major sites or
resources. These include waterways, canals, creeks, lakes, bays, rivers, and
the sound.

The fact that Hyde County is only two feet above water level, has resulted in
several State and Federal wildlife refuges. These areas are available but not
designated for outdoor experiences including fishing, hunting, boating, hiking,
wildlife observation, and skiing.

Sociodemographics —

®

The 2000 population of Hyde County was 5,826. The positive growth it has
experienced in the past 10 years is due to the location of a state penitentiary in

the county. However, growth population growth is expected to increase by
5% by 2010.

In 2000 there was a significantly higher percentage of African-Americans in
the county compared to the state and nation.

In 2000 there was a higher percentage of males than females in Hyde County.

The 2000 median age of Hyde County residents was higher than the state and

nation. The 55 and older population percentage was significantly higher than
the state and nation.

The 2000 median household and per capita income of Hyde County residents
were both significantly lower than the state and nation.

Inventory and Comparison with State Standards —

Hyde County has three public recreational facilities, including Ponzer
Community Center, (Ponzer), Ocracoke Community Center (Ocracoke), and

O.A. Peay (Swanquarter). The county also has a private recreational facility,
which is Davis Ventures (Engelhard).

Although a significantly large percentage (26.1%) of the population was 55
and older, very few senior citizen programs were identified.



e Hyde County offered several leisure time programs (i.e., Swan Day, Ocracoke
Fourth of July Celebration, OkraFest, Engelhard Seafood Festival, etc.). The
Chamber of Commerce and several civic clubs in the county sponsored these
programs.

e Availability of the four public schools for non-school related recreation
opportunities was significant and varies from 38% of the year at
Mattamuskeet School to 51% at Ocracoke School.

e Hyde County did not meet the state area (i.e., acreage) standards for
community parks or neighborhood parks noted. It should be noted that
recreation facilities at the public schools were included in this comparison.

e Hyde County does not meet state facility standards, even when school
facilities are included. It was deficient in soccer fields, swimming pools, and
tennis courts.

o Hyde County’s recreation budget and number of recreation facilities was
compared to Graham County and Clay County. Hyde County had the smallest

recreation budget, including per capita expenditure for recreation and the
fewest number of recreation facilities.

e It should be noted that future plans include preservation of a 350 acre natural
area (i.e., Machapungo Park) near Ponzer. The proposed park will focus on
the colonial history of the area and include replicas of an early 16™ century
Algonquian Indian village and 18" century homestead. The site is was
donated to the Mattamuskeet Foundation by William T. and Doris L.
Smithwick of Ponzer.

Accessibility for the Disabled —

o The majority of Hyde County’s recreational facilities are ranked “poor” or

“partially accessible” based on standards set by the 1990 Americans With
Disabilities Act.

Conditions -

e Maintenance of Hyde County public recreation facilities, including the
schools, were given an overall ranking of “fair.”” Specific improvements
could be made such as lawn care, litter control, and aesthetics.

e Vandalism in Hyde County’s public recreation facilities was ranked as
“moderate” and included litter, destruction of property, and graffiti.



e User impact on vegetation was rated as “moderate” and included dead or
dying vegetation.

e Soil limitations were ranked as severe at all locations due to wetness or
flooding, and high soil acidity.

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum —

e Though a diverse set of recreation opportunities are located in the county, its
geographic size and limited number of existing opportunities make
accessibility to all residents very difficult.

Public Input -
Input from the Recreation Advisory Committee included:

e Existing recreation opportunities in the county are inadequate for all ages of
the community.

e Recreation opportunities would be best marketed through word of mouth,
church, business bulleting boards, and sign-ups in local churches.

¢ For the mainland, a desire to improve existing facilities and programs, and

develop new ones such as: an indoor recreation facility, softball, and public
pool.

e The village of Ocracoke is not satisfied with traveling to Dare County for
recreation services; they would prefer to see youth soccer and a
baseball/softball field on the island in the near future.

e Barriers to recreation participation include money, the distance required to
travel to facilities, and scheduling problems.

e A few sites were identified that could be used to house more recreation
activities, these sites included, Ponzer Community Center, O.A. Peay, and
Ocracoke Community Center.

Input from the public meetings included:

e No one attended the two county public meetings that were held on the
mainland.

e The meeting held on Ocracoke had 70 participants. This clearly demonstrated
the interest and concern that this village has for recreation.



The most popular recreation activities include skateboarding, surfing,
walking, and biking.

All those in attendance said “No, they are not currently satisfied with
recreation facilities in Hyde County” because they do not have any public
facilities that are available on Ocracoke.

The majority of the participants were unaware that the county had a recreation
budget and a recreational director.

Ocracoke should be included in being able to use the county’s recreational
budget.

Significant findings from the Mattamuskeet School survey included:

The top five choices of activities Mattamuskeet students participated in during
free time were:

(1) Hanging out with friends/Baseball& Softball

(2) Swimming

(3) Basketball

(4) Fishing/Hunting

(5) Football

When asked what recreation programs the students of Mattamuskeet School
participated in the top five responses were:

(1) Baseball/Softball

(2) Open Gyn/Free Time

(3) Football/Social Events

(4) Recreational Trips and Tours

(5) O’Neal Walk of Life

When asked what recreation facility the students used, the four most used
were:

(1) Lake Mattamuskeet

(2) Mattamuskeet School Campus

(3) Swan Quarter Refuge

(4) Alligator Refuge

When asked what public recreation activities you would like to see, the most
popular choices were:

(1) Swimming

(2) Recreation Center

(3) Youth Center

Significant findings from the Ocracoke School survey included:



When asked what activities the students like to do in their free time the top
five choices were:

(1) Hanging out with friends

(2) Basketball

(3) Watersports, including surfing

(4) Swimming/Baseball& Softball

(5) Other

When asked what public recreation facilities do the students use the top three
choices are:

(1) School
(2) Beach/Community Center
(3) Library

When asked what existing recreation programs do you participate in the top
three were:

(1) Basketball
(2) Open gym/Free time
(3) Swimming

When asked to name the three activities the students would like to see on
Ocracoke the top three were:

(1) Baseball& Softball/Pool

(2) Tennis

(3) Soccer

Significant findings from the telephone survey included:

®

Over half of the respondents rarely or never participated in organized
recreation activities within Hyde County. The remaining participate weekly
or more frequently.

When asked what three activities do you or members of your family
participated in most frequently, the top five responses were:

(1) Fishing

(2) Water recreation

(3) Baseball/Softball

(4) Basketball

(5) Walking/Hiking

Over 57% of the respondents never or rarely participated in recreation activities
outside of Hyde County. However, over one fifth (22%) do so on weekly or
more frequent basis.

When asked what three activities outside of Hyde County do you or members of
your family participate in most frequently; the top ten résponses were:



(1) Movies

(2) Basketball, Baseball/Softball, Hiking/Running
(3) Shopping

(4) Fishing

(5) Soccer, Surfing

63.8% of the respondents were not satisfied with the recreational facilities
located in Hyde County. Only 11.4% were satisfied.

59.4% of the respondents were not satisfied with the recreational

services/programs located in Hyde County. Only 13.2% were satisfied or
somewhat satisfied.

The top five barriers to recreation participation were
(1) Lack of quality facilities
(2) Location of opportunities
(3) Lack of information or awareness about programs and facilities
(4) Lack of time
(5) Age

The top five facilities that respondents would like to see in Hyde County are
(1) Ball Field
(2) Youth Center
(3) Park
(4) Recreation Center
(5) Pool

The top five programs that respondents would like to see are
(1) Youth Activities/Facilities
(2 )Sports Leagues
3) Baseball
(4) After School Programs and Basketball
(5) Soccer

The majority (79.1 %) of respondents thought that recreation was important.

The majority (85.7%) of respondents would be willing to pay user fees to use
recreation facilities and programs.

The majority (79.1%) of respondents would support tax dollars to be used for
recreation facilities and programs.

10
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings reported herein, the following recommendations were made. These
recommendations are divided and prioritized into I. Administration, II. Funding. and III
Acquisition, Development and Management.
L Admini;tration

e Hyde County should be applauded for the time and effort it has invested in
developing a county recreation program. However, to succeed at meeting the
recreation needs of its residents and improve the quality of their lives, a Recreation
and Parks Department with a full-time, permanent Director and budget should be
established.

e Cooperative working relationships should be developed with other public, quasi
public, and private organizations to aid in the provision of recreation and park
opportunities. The Mattamuskeet and Ocracoke Schools, O.A. Peay Gym, churches,
and Davis Ventures/Englehard Development Corporation should be utilized for
assisting in the provision of recreation programs and facilities. Several state and
federal agencies and facilities also located in the county may offer additional
opportunities or resources for recreation.

e The Recreation and Parks Department should develop an aggressive recreation

marketing program. Lack of knowledge was identified as a significant barrier to

participation in recreation programs.
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II. Funding

Several sources and/or methods of financing, obtaining resources, or reducing costs

should be considered. Several state and federal grants, as well as other

sources/methods, which have been successfully used by counties such as Hyde, are

identified below. It should also be noted that additional grants including private

sources, are identified in the Appendix (p.130) of Vol. L.

A. Grants (application facilitated by a master plan)

1) North Carolina Trails Program - applications must be able to contribute

20% of the project costs with cash or in-kind contributions (contact the

state Trail Program at 919-846-9991).

2) National Trails Program — federal program designed to help fund trails and

4)

3)

trail related recreational activities at the state level (Contact the State
Trails Program at 919-733-PARK).

Adopt a Trail Grant — awarded annually to government agencies, non-
profit organizations, and private trail groups (contact the State Trails
Program at 919-733-PARK).

Park and Recreation Trust Fund — granted to local governments for park
and recreation purposes; matching dollars (contact the State Trails
Program at 919-733-PARK).

National Heritage Trust Fund — supplemental funding for state; helps
acquire and protect national areas, preserve ecological diversity and
cultural heritage, an inventory national resources (contact National

Heritage Trust Fund at 202-343-9563).
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6) Coastal Area Management Act — a cooperative program of coastal area
management between local and state government. Local governments
shall have the initiative for planning. State government shall establish
areas of environmental concern with regard to planning, state government
shall act primarily in a supportive standard setting and review capacity,
except where local government do not elect to exercise their initiatives
(contact the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural
Resources at 919-733-2293).

B. Tax Revenue — general tax revenue (e.g., property and sales tax) and special
recreation tax which is made possible by enabling legislation.
C. Bonds — municipalities borrowing funds for recreation and park.
1) General Obligation Bonds — paid back through the collection of taxes.
2) Full Faith/ Credit Obligation Bonds — unlimited claim on the taxes and
resources of the government entity that issues the bond; issuing agency
guarantees payback of interest and principle via tax levy.
3) Revenue Bonds - paid back through revenue generating activities.
4) Certificate of Participation — backed by revenue of lease-purchase
agreements; payments subject to annual appropriations by the issuing

government.

5) Special Authority — does not require a vote from the citizens of the county.
D. Innovative Funding Sources
1) Public purchase and lease-back (i.e., purchasing a private golf course,

opening it to the public, and charging fees to cover operating expenses).
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2) Public Takeover — public assumes control of a facility and brings it to
status quo.

3) Tax Abatements — exempts the facility from paying property taxes for a
specific amount of time (i.e., usually 10-20 years).

4) Municipal Exploitation of Resources — utilizing a variety of resources
from a single source to generate funds (i.e., mining a resource and then
creating a lake).

5) Living Will — individual wills capital (i.e., land, money, resources, etc.)
prior to death, while benefiting from tax write-offs and recognition.

6) Sponsorship — (i.e., begin a tree planting program; each person donates a
specific dollar amount to purchase and dedicate a tree in a public park
facility.)

7) Easements — use of privately owned land in perpetuity at a nominal fee.

8) Festivals — fund-raiser for facility, services, or programs.

9) Charitable Contributions — donations from individuals or corporations
(i.e., cash, land, and /or building supplies) which can be used as a tax
benefit by the individuals or corporations.

10) Federal/State Surplus Property Transfer — federal or state government
gives land and/or buildings to the county.

A significant percentage of telephone respondents supported user fees and taxes as a
means of expanding recreation program and facilities in Hyde County. Consequently,
considerations should be given to using such revenue to aid in the provision of

recreation and parks.
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III. Acquisition, Development and Management
Based on state area and facility standards, the following provisions should be
considered:
36 acres of neighborhood parks
52 acres of community parks
1 swimming pool

1 soccer field
5 tennis courts

It is recommended that youth programs be given a high priority. Preferences for
activities differed between the mainland and Ocracoke. Youth on the mainland
identified swimming and a recreation/youth center as their most preferred recreation
opportunities. Ocracoke youth identified baseball and softball, a public pool, tennis,
and soccer as their most preferred recreation opportunities.

Based on the telephone survey, the three most preferred facilities that respondents
would like to see developed are ballfields, a youth center, and a park/playground.

The three most preferred programs were youth activities, sports leagues, and
baseball/softball programs. It is recommended that these facilities and programs be
provided.

Though few public recreation and park opportunities were identified in the planning
area, the existing ones (e.g., 4-H camps, softball, baseball, one senior citizen program,
special events, etc.) should be continued and expanded.

Ocracoke is unique. Its recreation needs, and the land resource base available to meet
those needs, are significantly different from the mainiand. I is recommended that

assistance and funding be provided for the village to purchase/lease and develop a
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multi-purpose ball field. It is further recommended that increased use of Ocracoke

School for recreation be granted.

e Recreation facilities at public schools are not being optimally utilized. Mattamuskeet
and Ocracoke Schools have the following facilities: gymnasiums (both school sites),
basketball courts (Mattamuskeet has indoor and outdoor basketball courts though the
outdoor court for primary grades is not hard surfaced) playgrounds (both school
sites), track (Mattamuskeet Schools only), ballfields (Mattamuskeet Schools only),
and tennis courts (Mattamuskeet School only). Greater use of the schools would
reduce but not eliminate all deficiencies to meeting standards.

e The schools — Mattamuskeet and Ocracoke — are, or can be, major activity centers!

a. The Ocracoke School, and village, needs a multi-purpose ball field (i.e., soccer,
softball, football, baseball). It is recommended that county leaders approach the
National Park Service with the idea of using Park Service land under an easement
agreement. However, other methods for attaining land are identified in the
following section on Funding.

b. The Mattamuskeet Schools should continue and expand their non-school
recreation programs (i.e., basketball and youth activities) to include soccer,
softball, and activities for adults and senior citizens. A swimming pool was
identified as a need and could serve the dual role as an academic/athletic facility
for students and recreation facility for the public during non-school hours.

¢ Renovation of existing recreation facilities at the Mattamuskeet School and Ocracoke

School is recommended. This specifically pertains to playgrounds, gymnasiums, and

ballfields.
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Hyde County is characterized by low income, high unemployment and poverty.
Accordingly, it is classified as a Tier I County by the NC Department of Commerce.
The provisions of recreation opportunities should take this into consideration by
providing low cost or free opportunities. This might include, but not be limited to,

. walking/hiking, fishing, picnicking, etc.

The recreation preferences of all ethnic groups should be considered and met. Over
one-third of the county’s population is African-American.

Hyde County is characterized by a large number of residents aged 55 and older. Few
organized recreation activities for this group were identified and consequently, more
programs should be provided. These might include, but not limited to; walking and
bicycling trails, exercise programs, picnicking, arts and crafts, social clubs, fishing,
boating, and sports for seniors.

Accessibility for the disabled was rated as “poor” at the following facilities: Davis
Elementary, O.A. Peay Elementary, Ocracoke School, Ocracoke Lighthouse, Ponzer
Community Center, Lake Mattamuskeet Lodge, Lake Landing Fishing Locks,
Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, Pocosin National Wildlife Refuge, and
Gull Rock State Game Lands. None of these facilities provide accessible entrances,
ramps, or signs for the disabled. It is recommended that all recreation facilities,
existing and future, should be improved or developed to the highest level of
accessibility.

Dissatisfaction with recreation facilities and programs was very high based on the
telephone survey. Considerations of, and planning for, the barrier previously

identified, is important in improving the satisfaction level.



18

e The overall conditions of all existing facilities in Hyde County were evaluated as
“fair” based on maintenance, vandalism, user impact on vegetation, and soil
limitations. Continued maintenance, prevention of vandalism, increased awareness of
human impact on vegetation, and awareness and monitoring of soil limitations is
strongly recommended. Specific concerns include:

a. Maintenance (i.e., lawn care, litter control, general upkeep) at Davis
Elementary School, O.A. Peay Elementary School needs improvement.

b. Vandalism is defined as the intentional destruction of the facilities by others.
This includes but is not limited to litter, destruction of property, and graffiti.
The overall ranking of vandalism in Hyde County was ranked “moderate.”

c¢. User impact on vegetation was ranked poor to low at five facilities but
moderate at 13 sites including Mattamuskeet and Ocracoke Schools.
Continued monitoring of these sites is recommended.

d. Soil limitations was rated as “severe” at all areas due to flooding, wetness, and
high soil acidity. Careful site planning, design, and continued monitoring of

the soils are necessary for soils with “severe” limitations.
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ACTION PLAN

In order to realize the recommendations cited herein, a “plan of action” should be implemented.

Following is a prioritized list based on a logical sequence of actions:

1.

(¥

Create a county Recreation and Parks Department and expand the current part-time
Recreation Director position to a permanent full-time Recreation and Parks Director
position. An operating budget must accompany that position.

Assign the Recreation and Park Director the responsibility preparing a “strategic plan”
identifying the department’s vision, mission statement, philosophy, goals, objectives and
strategies for meeting the recreation needs of county residents. While this master plan
has identified current recreation needs, a strategic plan will provide guidelines for
provision of fiture recreation opportunities.

The citizens of Hyde County must be continuously involved in this process. A
Recreation Advisory Board should be created and continuously involved in the strategic
planning process and policy- making process.

A capital improvement budget should be prepared identifying, and prioritizing needed
facilities, equipment, programs, land/water acquisition and development, repairs and
renovations, and personnel, based on this action plan and other input as it becomes
available.

External funding should be obtained through federal, state and local grants. Several
grants were identified in the (a) Recommendations (p.12) of this report (Vol. II), and (b)
Appendix (p. 112) of Vol. I. The office of Mr. Rodney Johnson at the Albemarle Rural
Community & Development (252-482-7437, Ext. 4) would be helpful in identifying

additional resources and applying for grants.
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6. Other funding sources such as user fees and taxes should be implemented to aid in the
provision of recreation and parks.

7. Educating and marketing the department and its services should be aggressively pursued
through the Internef, public radio, television, public meetings, newspapers, flyers, and
through churches and schools. The education component should emphasize the value of,
and need for, recreation (e.g., improving the quality of life, providing youth with
constructive activities, skill development, socialization and teamwork, strengthening
family ties, self-fulfillment, economic improvement, etc.)

8. The current recreation opportunities (e.g., 4-H camps, softball, baseball, senior citizens
program, and special events) should be continued and expanded. To do this, the
cooperative working relationship involving the provision of recreation services with
Mattamuskeet Schools should also be continued and expanded to Ocracoke School. In
addition, cooperative endeavors should be further expanded to include O. A. Peay gym,
churches, Davis Ventures / Englehard Development Corporation, and state and federal
agencies. Specific recreation programs and facilities are identified in the following
actions.

9. Youth programs must be continued and expanded. It should be noted that recreation
activity preferences differentiate between the mainland and Ocracoke.

a. On Ocracoke Island, a recreation/youth center gymnasium, one
baseball/softball field and one soccer field, a swimming pool, two tennis courts,
and a playground should be provided. Due to the limited amount of available
land and soaring cost, it will would be necessary to utilize Ocracoke School, the

existing community center, and obtain land from the U. S. Coast Guard (i.e., the



10.

11.

12.

13.
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abandoned Coast Guard Station), or National Park Service (i.e., Cape Hatteras
National Seashore). Options for obtaining said land/facilities include but are not
limited to the single purchase, donation, land trade-off, and easements.
b. On the mainland, a recreation/youth center, including a gymnasium, an
indoor/outdoor pool(s), and playground should be provided. These may be built
in a cooperative relationship with Mattamuskeet Schools and serve several
functions including academic (i.e., teaching swimming, water safety, lifeguarding
skills, SCUBA, etc.), athletics (i.e., competitive swimming), and recreational (i.e.,
for the public).
Construction or renovation of all facilities should include consideration of accessibility
for the disabled. This is important since such consideration is required by some grant
sources.
As the facilities are built and opened, youth activities including, but not limited to,
baseball, softball, soccer, tennis, swimming, and other youth activities (i.e., dance,
socials, etc.) should be provided.
Recreation programs should be offered free or at a minimal cost for low income
recreationers.
Recreation activities for older and senior citizens should be provided on a larger scale.
There is only one senior center on the mainland and none at Ocracoke. Using the
existing schools and/or recommended recreation centers would serve this purpose.
Activities might include, but are not limited to arts and crafts, socials, aerobic and

exercise classes, sports and games, walking and bicycling, fishing and boating.
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14. Barriers to recreation participation in Hyde County included lack of quality facilities,
location of opportunities, lack of information or awareness, lack of time, and age. Many
of these will be addressed as the previous actions are accomplished. However, the size of
the county makes availability to everyone difficult. Consideration of this fact and of the

residents with transportation or age limitations should be made, and resolutions identified

and implemented.



