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RiCk BEndER, CAnCER SuRvivoR
often called “The man without a face,” Rick is a former tobacco user and cancer 
survivor. Rick started using Chewing Tobacco at the age of 12. At the age of 26 

he was diagnosed with cancer as a direct result of using chewing tobacco. 
in April of 1989, he underwent the first of 4 major surgeries to remove the 

cancer. He has lost 1/3 of his tongue, 1/2 of his jaw, 25% use of his right arm,  
and almost lost his life.  Rick is still fighting the affects of tobacco use today.
Rick has devoted his life to educating others about the dangers of Chewing 

Tobacco, which used to be widely thought of as a safe alternative to smoking.  
Rick hopes his powerful message can prevent other individuals to never start 

using tobacco or hopefully quit using tobacco.


